I'm always in а quandary over 
who to draw оп the cover of 
each graphic novel volume... 

but | usually choose characters 
that were very prominent in the 
Storylines within that volume. Bur 
lately they've all been unsightly 
old fogeys!! 


—Masashi Kishimoto, 201 


Author/artist Masashi Kishimoto was born in 1974 in rural 
Okayama Prefecture, Japan. After spending time in art college, 
he won the Hop Step Award for new manga artists with his 
manga Karakuri (Mechanism). Kishimoto decided to base his 
next story on traditional Japanese culture. His first version of 
Naruto, drawn in 1997, was a one-shot story about fox spirits; 
his final version, which debuted in Weekly Shonen Jump in 
1999, guickly became the most popular ninja manga in Japan. 
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THE STORY so FAR. 


Naruto, the biggest troublemaker at the Ninja Academy in the Village of 
Konohagakure, finally becomes a ninja along with his classmates Sasuke and 
Sakura. They grow and mature through countless trials and battles. However, 
Sasuke, unable to give up his quest for vengeance, leaves Konohagakure to 
seek Orochimaru and his power... 

Two years pass. Naruto grows up and engages in fierce battles against the 
Tailed Beast-targeting Akatsuki. Elsewhere, after winning the heroic battle 
against Itachi and learning his older brother's true intentions, Sasuke allies 
with the Akatsuki and sets out to destroy Konoha. 

Upon Madarss declaration of war, the Five Kage put together an Allied 
Shinobi Force. The Fourth Great Ninja War against the Akatsuki begins. 
Naruto continues training, stil sequestered from the battlefield, while the 
Allied Forces fight harsh Battles against the heroes Kabuto has resurrected. 
And do additional enemies threaten the main regiment of the Allied Forces?! 
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